
Processional 
[Meghan plays Trumpet Voluntary
 
At 3:30 Joe walks down the isle. He is followed by the rest of the processional.
Jared
Grandpa Newell escorts Grandma Newell
Ray escorts Sherry
Greg escorts Rosemary
Christopher escorting Marissa (Christopher returns)
Brent escorts Melissa
 
Natalie scatters flowers
 
Bridal March is played while Christopher escorts Cheri]
 

Introduction
 
Joe:  Everyone please be seated.
 
I want to thank Ray and Sherry Withers, Greg and Rosemary Stader and everyone 
who came together today to celebrate the love and commitment that Cheri and Jared 
share....
 
...opening remarks...
 
Cheri and Jared met as Physics Lab partners at Ohio University in 2000, and were good 
friends throughout their college years.  After graduating and moving into their early 
careers, they reconnected when Cheri made a cold and dark winter visit to Alaska...
 
 

Reading:  A Marriage Made For Two
Joe: I’d like to invite Jared’s college roommate Jeremy Krohn for the first reading.
 
Jeremy: A successful marriage can learn a lot from bicycle riding. You should promise 
each other that you will not be fair weather riders, but venture out together in the wind 
and the rain. Only by braving the storms as a team will you reap the rewards when the 
sunshine arrives. Look after each other. A well oiled bike will run smoothly and change 
gears easily. Marriage is like a tandem…keep pedaling or the one at the front shouts at 
you! You should promise each other to not only enjoy new adventures and explorations, 
but appreciate the same old routes you know and love. Marriage is a promise to each 
other to endure the climbs so that you may chase the swoops and swerves of perfect 
single-track. The journey may be long and may have hills ahead, but if you climb 
together with love and passion, you will be able to achieve everything you both desire! 



Wishing you all the best from the start line of the greatest endurance event of your lives. 
Good luck and may each lap be a great adventure.

 
Mothers’ Speech

Joe:  Ask any married couple, you don’t just marry your partner.  The family is a 
package deal.  At this time, Cheri and Jared would like to invite their mothers to bring 
the bicycle wheels forward and then speak a few words.  These two wheels symbolize 
two lives, two hearts joined together in friendship united forever in love. 
 
[Sherry and Rosemary bring wheels up and place them next to the bicycle, then make 
their remarks]
 

Joe:  On Marriage
 

Assemble Unity Bicycle
[Meghan plays “El Choclo” while Cheri and Jared put the wheels on the tandem bicycle.]
 

Irish Wedding Blessing
Joe:  I’d like to invite Cheri’s two aunts: Arlene and Tunie, to read the Irish Wedding 
Blessing.
 
Arlene and Tunie: May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be always at your 
back. May the sun shine warm upon your face, The rains fall soft upon the fields. May 
the light of friendship guide your paths together. May the laughter of children grace the 
halls of your home. May the joy of living for one another trip a smile from your lips, A 
twinkle from your eye. And when eternity beckons, at the end of a life heaped high with 
love, May the good Lord embrace you with the arms that have nurtured you the whole 
length of your joy-filled days. May the gracious God hold you both in the palm of His 
hands.  And, today, may the Spirit of Love find a dwelling place in your hearts. Amen.
 

Vows, Ring Ceremony, and Pronouncement of Marriage
 
Joe:  Friends and family, we have gathered here today to share with Cheri and Jared as 
they declare their love and commitment to each other. It is with complete sincerity and 
joy that they speak the following words before you.  Cheri.

 
Vows (Cheri and Jared will Memorize)

Cheri: I, Cheri, take you, Jared, to be my husband. I promise to be true to you in good 
times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honor you all the days of 
my life.
 
Joe:  Jared.



 
Jared: I, Jared, take you, Cheri, to be my wife. I promise to be true to you in good times 
and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honor you all the days of my 
life.
 
Joe:  Brent, please present the rings. [Brent continues to hold rings for the blessing of 
rings]
Lord, bless these rings which we bless in your name
Grant that those who wear them may always have a deep faith in each other.
May they do your will and always live together in peace, good will, and love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
[Joe takes rings and gives out individually.]
 
Joe: Jared, please take Cheri’s hand.
 
Jared:  [Places his wife’s ring on her ring finger and says from memory]
 
Cheri, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. As I place it on your finger, I 
commit my heart and soul to you. I ask you to wear this ring as a reminder of the vows 
we have spoken today, our wedding day.
 
Joe: Cheri, please take Jared’s hand.
 
Cheri:  [Places her husband’s ring on his finger and says from memory]
 
Jared, take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity. As I place it on your finger, I 
commit my heart and soul to you. I ask you to wear this ring as a reminder of the vows 
we have spoken today, our wedding day.
 
Joe: In the presence of your family and friends, you have exchanged vows and made 
promises to each other.  You have opened your hearts to one another, declared your 
love and friendship, and have united yourself with the exchanging of rings.
 
Jared, you may now kiss your bride.
 

Closing
 
Joe: May this day shine in your lives. May it add brilliance to every achievement and 
cast a divine light over any misfortune. May you care for each other in times of sadness. 
May you give cheer to each other. May all that is virtuous, beautiful and honest, remain 
with you always.
 
With this statement made of love and trust, which we have just heard, I now present to 



you for the first time, Jared and Cheri as husband and wife.
 

Recessional
[Meghan plays “Happy Together” by the Turtles  while Jared and Cheri skilfully exit on 
the tandem bicycle.  Bridal party follows.]
 
Joe:  Please join us in the pavilion for cocktails and appetizers!


